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Also see my old paper, "On the Vassiliev Knot Invariants"
(a web search will find…)
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Talk II: From Knots to Lie Algebras. Why on 
Earth should knots be related to Lie algebras? 
The former are squishy and irregular, the latter 
are symmetric and rigid. They should know 
nothing of each other. Yet as we shall see, the 
natural target space for expansions for knots is 
in some sense, "the universal dual" of all 
(metrized) Lie algebras. 
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